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Agricultural on Studies 
Problems of Small Farmers 


Special problems of small farm op- 
erators highlighted discussions by the 
National Agricultural Advisory Com- 
mission at its meeting in Washington 
March 29-30. 

The discussions were held in re- 
sponse to a statement by the Presi- 
dent, in his January 11 farm message 
to Congress, that production from 
3,500,000 of the nation’s 5,500,000 
farms “is so small that the farmer 
derives little benefit from price sup- 
ports.” 


The President announced in that 
(Please turn to page 154) 


Pesticide Residues 


The House Committee on Inter- 
state and Foreign Commerce has 
stated in its report on the Miller pesti- 
cide bill, H. R. 7125, that the bill will 
not apply to processed foods. This is 
in accord with the recommendation of 
the N.C.A, 


At the public hearing on the bill, 
Chief Counsel H. Thomas Austern re- 
quested that a letter from Executive 
Secretary Carlos Campbell, indicating 
endorsement of the bill by the N.C.A., 
be made a part of the record. In this 
letter it was indicated that the en- 
dorsement by the Association was 
predicated on the understanding that 
the Committee report would make 
clear that the amendment to the Fed- 
eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 
provided for in the bill would not ap- 
ply to processed foods and that they 
would be dealt with exactly as before 
amendment of the Act. It also re- 
quested that the Committee report 
make clear that processors of the raw 
arricultural commodities covered by 
the amendment were “adversely af- 
fcted” parties within the meaning 
of the bill insofar as it provided for 
objection by adversely affected parties 
to regulations establishing residue 
tolerances, 


The Committee report, which was 
issued March 23, contains a statement 
that processed foods would remain 
subject to Section 406 of the Food and 
IT rug Act as before and a statement 
that “adversely affected” persons 
would include food processors. 


Rep. Hope, Chairman of House Agriculture Committee, 
To Speak at Spring Meeting of N.C.A. Board of Directors 


Representative Clifford R. Hope (Kans.), Chairman of the House 
Committee on Agriculture, will be guest speaker at the luncheon 
on Thursday, May 20, opening the spring meeting of the N.C.A. 
Board of Directors, it is announced by President E. E. Willkie. 
Representative Hope will speak on the status of farm legislation. 


Excise Taxes 


The President on March 31 ap- 
proved legislation reducing a number 
of excise taxes, effective April 1. 

The bill, H. R. 8224, provides the 
following excise tax reductions of in- 
terest to canners: 


Old New 
Tax Rate Rate 
(percent) 
Local telephone service. ......... 5 10 
Long distance telephone......... 25 10 
Domestic telegraph, cable and 
radio dispatches 15 10 
Leased wire service, teletypewriter, 
or talking circuit special service... 25 10 
Transportation of persons ave 5 10 
Leases of safe deposit boxes...... 20 10 
Electric light bulbs and tubes... .. 20 10 


The legislation continues in effect, 
until April 1, 1955, a number of other 
excise taxes, including those on auto- 
mobiles and automobile accessories. 
Among these are: 

April 1, April 1, 


1054 1955 

Tax Rate Rate 
(percent of 

manufacturers’ 
sales price) 
Passenger cars and motoreycles.. 10 7 
Trucks, buses, truck trailers... s 5 
Parts and accessories 5 


The excise taxes contined in effect by the new 
law were increased by the Revenue Act of 1951, 
The rates listed above as effective April 1, 1055, 
are those in effect prior to the Revenue Act of 1051. 


Grades for Canned Peas 


A further extension of time until 
February 1, 1955, for submitting 
views and comments on proposed re- 
vised U. S. standards for grades of 
canned peas was announced March 31 
by the Agricultural Marketing Serv- 
ice, USDA. This action is being 
taken, USDA stated, in order to give 
interested parties an opportunity to 
study the quality requirements of the 
proposal throughout the 1954 packing 
season. 


The luncheon meeting, to be held 
at Hotel Statler in Washington, will 
bring together members of the Ad- 
ministrative Council, who will meet 
at N.C.A. headquarters on the morn- 
ing of May 20, and the Board of Di- 
rectors. 

Representative Hope is from Garden 
City and represents the fifth district 
of Kansas. He has been elected to 14 
consecutive terms in the House, and 
by his continuous service since 1927 
is 11th in seniority in the House of 
Representatives. 


He was Chairman of the House 
Committee on Agriculture during the 
80th Congress, 1951-52, and took over 
the chairmanship again in 1953. 


His general attitude on agricul- 
tural policy, as expressed in a recent 
address, is that “the fundamental 
basis of all our agricultural programs 
is to give farmers an opportunity to 
do the same thing that every business- 
man does in one way or another; 
namely, adjust supply to demand to 
bring about orderly marketing and 
to prevent ruinous prices caused by an 
oversupply in the market place.” 


Representative Hope also said, in 
the same address, that “no farm plan 
can succeed if it isn’t fair to consumers 
and doesn’t have the approval of the 
consumers.” 


Born in Birmingham, Iowa, he has 
been a resident of Finney County, 
Kans., since 1906. He attended Ne- 
braska Wesleyan University and is a 
graduate of Washburn Law School in 
Topeka. He was admitted to the 
Kansas bar in 1917, the same year 
as his graduation. 


Mr. Hope attended the first officers’ 
training camp at Fort Riley, Kans., 
and served in the United States and 
France during World War I. 


He was elected to the House of 
Representatives in the 70th Congress 
and all succeeding Congresses. 
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STANDARDS 


Asparagus for Processing 


Notice is given in the Federal Reg- 
ister of February 6 that the Agricul- 
tural Marketing Service, USDA, has 
concluded that it is not desirable to 
revise U. S, standards for green as- 
paragus for canning or freezing at 
this time. Therefore, the proposed 
revision will not be made effective 
at this time. 


PUBLICITY 


American Home Magazine 


“Take A Can of Pineapple” is the 
title of an April feature in American 
Home magazine. 

Catherine Nissly, food editor and 
author of the article, presents a pine- 
apple recipe for a salad, loaf, cake, 
and pie. They are attractively pic- 
tured in color, 

The “Take A Can of —” articles are 
monthly features of American Home. 


Better Homes and Gardens 


One of the April food features in 
Better Homes and Gardens magazine 
is entitled “These Treats Are Tuna!” 


The introduction to the six recipes 
says, “Canned tuna comes as solid 
pack with large pieces; chunk style 
with bite-size pieces; grated or flaked. 
White meat tuna is a gourmet spe- 
cialty.” 

Other canned foods used in the 
recipes along with tuna are lima 
beans, pimientos, ripe olives, peas, 
mushrooms, cream of chicken soup, 
and lemon juice. The prepared tuna 
dishes are shown in black-and-white 
photographs. 


MEETING 


Food Processors Conference 


H. R. Smith of the N.C.A, Wash- 
ington Research Laboratory took part 
this week in the Canners School con- 
ducted by the extension service of 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture. 

Mr. Smith spoke to a class for to- 
mato canners March 30 on sorting 
and trimming of tomatoes and other 
details of canning techniques. 


Agricultural Advisory Group 
(Concluded from page 153) 


message that the Secretary of Agri- 
culture, in cooperation with the 18- 
member Commission, would “give fur- 
ther special attention to the problems 
peculiar to small farmers.” 


In line with this directive, Secretary 
Benson said this week that the Com- 
mission has “laid foundations for a 
broad review of available knowledge 
and for the inauguration of new stud- 
ies.” He reported that a study is 
contemplated which “in many respects 
will be similar to the review of price 
support policy undertaken a year 
ago.” 

The Commission unanimously rec- 
ommended that the Administration's 
1955 budget requests for agricultural 
research and education be enacted as 
proposed by USDA. 


The Commission's next meeting is 
tentatively scheduled June 28-29. 


The Commission is headed by Dr. 
W. I. Myers of Ithaca, N. Y., and 
other members are: 


Wiley W. Andrews, Goldsboro, N. C.; Robert 
Armstrong, Monmouth, E. Frank Branon, 
Fairfield, Vt.; D. W. Brooks, Atlanta; Delmont 
L. Chapman, Newport, Mich.; Homer R. Davi- 
son, American Meat Institute, Chicago ; 

James B. Hand, Rolling Fork, Miss.; Tom J. 
Hitch, Columbia, Tenn.; Chris Milius, Omaha ; 
Albert K. Mitchell, Albert, N. M.; Mra, Ray- 
mond Sayre, Ackworth, lowa; Don Stevens, 
Minneapolis ; 

Milo K. Swanton, Madison, Wis.; Ben Swi- 
gart, Mooreland, Okla.; Sterling J. Swigart, 
Sidney, Mont.; Jesse W. Tapp, Bank of Amer- 
ica, San Francisco; and Dr. G. B, Wood, Cor- 
vallis, Ore. 


PERSONNEL 


York to Edit The Canner 


C, Walt York has been appointed 
editor of The Canner magazine and 
will take over that position about 
June 1, 


He has served almost three years 
as executive secretary of the Pennsyl- 
vania Canners Association. 

Mr. York is a graduate of Penn 
State and formerly was secretary and 
educational director of the Pennsyl- 
vania Cooperative Potato Growers. 
He also taught vocational agriculture 
and for four years was assistant 
cashier in charge of the farm depart- 
ment of the First National Bank of 
Meadville, Pa. 


Mr. York's office will be at 105 W. 
Adams St., Chicago 3, Il. He will 


succeed the late Dana M. Hubbard, 
who was editor of The Canner for 21 
years. 


CONGRESS 


Trade Agreements Act 


The President on March 30 sent to 
Congress a message proposing a pro- 
gram of foreign economy policy de- 
signed to curtail aid, encourage for- 
eign investment, facilitate currency 
convertibility, and expand trade. 


The President recommended a num- 
ber of proposals previously made by 
the 17-man Commission on Foreign 
Economic Policy, headed by Clarence 
Randall (see INFORMATION LETTER of 
February 6, page 111). Among these 
recommendations were amendments to 
the Trade Agreements Act to au- 
thorize: 


“(a) Reduction, pursuant to trade 
agreement negotiation, of existin 
tariff rates on commodities selectec 
for such negotiations by not more 
than 5 percent of present rates in 
each of the three years of the new 
act; 

“(b) Reduction, by not more than 
one-half over a three-year period, of 
tariffs in effect on January 1, 1945, 
on products which are not being im- 
ported or which are being imported 
only in negligible volume; and 

“(c) Reduction, over a three-year 
period, pursuant to trade agreement 
negotiation, to 50 percent ad valorem, 
or its equivalent, of any rate in ex- 
cess of 50 percent ad valorem, or its 
equivalent.” 


The President also recommended re- 
tention of the so-called peril point and 
escape clause. 

The President also recommended 
amendment of the Buy American Act 
so as to authorize equal treatment to 
bidders from other nations whose gov- 
ernments treat our bidders on an 
equal basis with their own nationals. 


information Letter 


Canning Film Library 


An N.C.A, “Canning Film Li- 
brary” is being organized for 
use in the new N.C.A. Consumer 
and Trade Relations program. 
Telecasters will be provided with 
location films on the subject of 
canning and canning crops, de- 
rived from clips from this li- 
brary. 


To aid in establishing such a 
film library, it is requested that 
anyone who has a canning in- 
dustry film send a copy to Dud- 
Anderson & utzy, 5651 
Fifth Avenue, New York 17, 
N. Y. DAY will clear with the 
roducer and owner of each film 
or permission to clip. 
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STATISTICS 


1953 Pack of Baby Food 


The pack of canned baby food dur- 
ing the calendar year 1953 totaled 
156,419,977 dozens, compared with the 
1952 pack of 134,087,486 dozens, ac- 
cording to a report by the N.C.A. Di- 
vision of Statistics. 

The 1953 annual report is a sum- 
mary of reports from canners pack- 
ing baby food and may vary, there- 
fore, from a total of the monthly 
packs, 


Strained Baby Food 


Glass Pack Total 
Product Tin Pack (44 07. Tin & Glass 


(202 x 214) f on.) Pack 
(dozens) (dorens) 
Veuetables. 7.687.734 10,448.777 27,126.41 
Fruits. .... 14,854,034 30,617,261 45,472,195 
Meat prod- 
nets. .... 16,000 838 16.814.454 32.824. 202 
Custards 
and pud- 
dings.... 4.046.756 7.205.196 12.241.042 


Total, 43.400 74.175.688 117.674.050 


Chopped or Junior Foods 


Glass Pack 
Tin Pack (4% Total 


Product (202 x 214) 5 on.) Tin & Glees 
(211.4910) Paek 
(dozens) (dozens) (dozens) 

Vegetables. 2.723.312 3.400.707 6,223.10 
5,842,008 0,707,563 15,640,561 
Meat prod- 

nets . 6,600,822 8,044,128 14.704.050 
Custards 

and pud- 


dings... . 436.506 1,790,841 2.176.407 
Total. 15,663,608 23.081.320 38.745.027 
Total 

strained 


and 
chopped. 50,162,060 07,.257.017 156,410,077 


Comparison of Pack by Container 
Strained Chopped Total 


(dozens) (dozens) (darens) 
12 Tin... 41.126.701 11.002, 312 42.2710.018 
1°53 Tin... 48.400.262 15.663. 008 450.162.9000 


152 Glass 63.091 R16 17. 986.670 81. R68, 488 
153 Glass. 74,175,688 23,081,320 07.257 


Stocks of Bulk Saverkraut 


The following report on bulk sauer- 
kraut in canners’ hands, which was 
compiled by the N.C.A. Division of 
Statistics, represents kraut cut from 
the 1953 crop of cabbage and consists 
of the bulk kraut on hand in vats and 
in cases of canned kraut converted 
to barrels, 10 cases to the barrel re- 
gardless of size. 

March 1, Dee. 1, Mareh 1, 
Region 1953 1953 1054 
(445-gallon barrels) 


Northeast......... 196.249 203.530 150,301 
Midwest 77,764 226,262 172,785 
South. 5.47 8.410 7.800 
Weet.. 11.408 17.126 17,0382 
U. 8. Total 231,068 455,328 348.017 


Northeast includes Conn., Md., Maass., N. Y., 
Pa., and Va. Midwest includes Il, Ind., Mich., 
Minn., Ohio, and Wis. South includes Mo., 
Tenn,, and Texas. West includes Colo., Ore., 
Utah, and Wash. 


Canners’ stocks increased in both 
Texas and the West since December. 


Pack of Canned Meat 


The quantity of meat canned and 
meat products processed under federal 
inspection during the month of Feb- 
ruary has been reported by the Bureau 
of Animal Industry, USDA. How- 
ever, this report represents only the 
supply of meat products canned dur- 
ing that period and remaining for 
civilian consumption. Total produc- 


tion, including quantities for defense, 
was 243,550 thousand pounds, 


Canned Meat and Meat Products Processed 
nspection 


under Federal | 
February, 1954 
3 Lbs. Under 
&over 3 Lhe. Total 
fin th davfp ds) 

Luncheon meat 17.461 15.819 33,280 
Canned hams... . 23,547 697 «24.244 
Corned beef hash... . 186 8.043 8,220 
Chih con carne... .. 13.700 
Vienna sausage 274 5.047 5,821 
Frankfurters and wein- 

ere in brine........ 9 815 823 
Deviled ham wt 
Other potted and dev- 

iled meat products. ee 4,520 4.520 
Tamales 247 2,703 3,040 
Sliced, dried beef... .. 30 430 470 
Liver products....... ...... 227 227 
Meat stew 235 311,952 12, 187 
Spaghetti meat prod- 

ucts 161 7.051 8,112 
Tongue (not pickled). 128 425 552 
Vinegar pickled prod- 

ucts 1.357 2,480 
Bulk sausage ‘ 3 1.073 1,076 
Hamburger....... 56 20.482 
Soups. 1.872 60,105 61,0977 
Sausage in oil... . 312 323 
Tripe.. ee 2 822 824 
Brains. . 480 480 
Bacon... 134 185 
All other products 20% 

or more meat. . 254 11,367 
All other products less 

than 20% meat (ex- 

cept soup) 423° 16,710 133 


Total all products.... 47,053 186,819 233,872 
Columns do not add to totals shown in all cases 
since rounded figurer are used. Amounts packed 
for defense agencies are not included in these 
items, Tots! production, including quantities for 
defense agencies, was 243,550 thousand pounds. 
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